
2017 was a great year for Plug-in NC and for electric transportation in North Carolina and across the 

country. There was a lot of enthusiasm surrounding new developments, and with the help of our 

members and ambassadors, we continued our commitment to making our state a leader in driving 

electric. We are excited to share some of our achievements of the past year! 2017
annual report

we motivate

North Carolina Electric Vehicles & Charging Stations

we progress

we breathe

Plug-in NC had numerous opportunities to 
spread the word about electric vehicles in 
2017. We gave presentations, hosted 
webinars and helped organize events to 
reach a variety of audiences throughout 
North Carolina. We had a great time 
collaborating with North Carolina State 
University’s Sustainability O�ce to 
participate in the campus’s Earth Fair in 
April and coordinate an electric vehicle 
show in October.

We also hosted Raleigh’s National Drive 
Electric Week event for the 5th year in a 
row. The day included an electric car 
showcase, test drives from dealerships, 
educational displays and presentations, 
food trucks and kids’ activities. We had an 
excellent variety of nearly 50 vehicles. 

Randolph Electric Membership Corporation: Randolph EMC recently started a pilot program, REVUP, to help determine how electric 
vehicles impact the grid. To support participation, Randolph EMC o�ered the first 25 members of the program a $500 rebate toward the 
purchase of a Level 2 charging station, which will be used to monitor and understand the e�ects of electric vehicles. Randolph EMC also 
has a time-of-use rate, known as Plug N2 Savings, that encourages members to charge their electric vehicles during o�-peak hours through 
reduced kilowatt-hour rates. 

Earthshine Nature Programs: 
Earthshine Nature Programs teaches science-focused wildlife and nature conservation, awareness, renewable energy and indigenous 
music lessons through exciting hands-on outreach education and field study programs. Working with the Black Bear Solar Institute, 
Pineshore Energy and ClipperCreek, Earthshine Nature Programs has done outstanding work to support electric vehicles in North Carolina 
and make it easier for North Carolinians to switch to driving electric.

Triangle J Council of Governments: 
The Triangle J Council of Governments manages the Triangle Clean Cities Coalition, which was 
founded to improve air quality and reduce dependence on petroleum by promoting alternative 
transportation fuels. In 2017, the Triangle J Council of Governments began working with the City of 
Raleigh on behalf of Triangle Clean Cities to coordinate EV infrastructure e�orts through Volkswagen’s 
Electrify America. Many organizations were vying to get a seat at the table, and it is exciting that they 
are filling that role.

Orange County: 
In 2017, Orange County participated in Duke Energy’s EV Charging Infrastructure Project to add two 
new Level 2 charging stations. This program is helping to increase public charging infrastructure in North 
Carolina by 30 percent. Overall, Orange County owns and operates 16 Level 2 stations at four locations, as well as 
two DC Fast Charge stations on County property in Hillsborough and Chapel Hill.

Our member organizations had a 
lot to be proud of in 2017, and we 
want to thank all of them for 
helping North Carolina drive 
electric. Here are some highlights!

Improving air quality is a primary goal 
of the Volkswagen Settlement funds, 
and as part of the North Carolina 
Electric Vehicle Working Group, we 
helped draft a letter to Gov. Cooper 
recommending that the maximum 15 
percent of North Carolina’s funds be 
allocated to electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure. This working group 
includes members of the private sector, 
government agencies and nonprofit 
organizations that represent thousands 
of North Carolina employers and 
residents.

With our steering committee, we also 
developed a position statement to 
share the benefits of electric vehicles in 
North Carolina, including environmental 
improvements, economic development, 
cost savings and more.
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we inspire

Andrea Eilers - Triangle Clean Cities Coalition 
Bill Eaker - Land of Sky Clean Vehicles Coalition 
Jason Wager - Centralina Clean Fuels Coalition
Jay Rouse - NC Association of Electric Cooperatives
Marcy Bauer - EVgo
Mike Waters - ChargePoint
David Schatz - ChargePoint
Stan Cross - Brightfield Transportation Solutions 
Richard Sapienza - NC Clean Energy Technology Center
Joe Baum - Blue Ridge EV Club
Arlene Brown - Advanced Energy
Lisa Poger - Advanced Energy

Steering Committee Members

we drive

we share

Our ambassadors are some of electric 
vehicles’ most enthusiastic supporters. This 
year, they helped us write articles for the 
Plug-in NC website, displayed their cars at 
events across the state, and presented at 
rotary clubs to share their passion for and 
knowledge about electric transportation.

In 2017, we also presented our first Plug-in 
NC ambassador award to Chris Browder. 
Chris was greatly involved in our e�orts this 
year: He attended and spoke at multiple 
events, wrote blog posts and assisted with 
planning our National Drive Electric Week 
event. Chris also supports driving electric by 
having his own personal fleet of three 
electric vehicles. Chris’ passion for electric 
transportation is a huge asset to Plug-in NC. 
It has been wonderful having him at events 
and hearing him talk with others about 
driving electric. Thank you, Chris, for your 
support this year and for being a wonderful 
Plug-in NC ambassador!

Our annual summit was a huge success. Individuals from 
across the state came together to discuss the landscape of 
electric vehicles in our region, and what we can do to 
improve it. We are excited to take these ideas into 2018 to 
continue to drive the growth of electric transportation.

We also added new members to our steering committee to increase our 
audience diversity and improve our reach, and we want to highlight the 
work of one particular member who consistently goes above and beyond. 
Through the Centralina Clean Fuels Coalition, Jason Wager works with 
vehicle fleets, fuel providers, community leaders and other stakeholders to 
reduce petroleum use in transportation. Jason has been an outstanding 
leader in Plug-in NC since its start in 2011. Jason has volunteered his time, 
knowledge and passion for clean fuels and electric transportation 
consistently over the years, and we thank him for all of his contributions.

North Carolina continues to 
see lots of growth in vehicle 
registrations and charging 
stations. There are now more than 
7,500 electric vehicles and 1,000 
public charging ports in the state. Duke Energy’s $1 million EV Charging 
Infrastructure Project awarded charging stations to 83 recipients (e.g., 
towns, cities and school systems) across North Carolina. Overall, more than 
200 new charging ports will be added. Tesla also recently installed 
Superchargers in North Hills in Raleigh, and the city was one of 11 
metropolitan regions nationwide chosen to receive community charging 
investments through the Volkswagen Settlement’s Electrify America.

let’s connect!

Our newest ambassador, Plug-in Pug! 


