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State of the State 

Using developments in 2020 and 
survey-based reflections from Plug-in 
NC’s Steering Committee and other key 
players in the EV industry, we are 
putting the finishing touches on a 
first-of-its-kind “State of the State” 
report. The document will share updates 
on vehicles and charging infrastructure 
and discuss North Carolina’s successes 
and opportunities. The hope is to 
generate enthusiasm for the inspiring and 
uplifting work being done while creating 
momentum to tackle the challenges and 
fill the gaps that remain.

Virtual EV Education

With COVID-19 interfering with our usual 
approach to electric transportation 
education, we found new ways to 
connect with audiences and make an 
impact. For example, to celebrate Earth 
Day, we created videos to highlight how 
EVs benefit people and the environment. 
We also participated in several virtual 
events organized by other EV advocacy 
groups in the region.

In the summer and fall, we worked with 
North Carolina’s three Clean Cities 
Coalitions — Triangle Clean Cities 
Coalition, Centralina Clean Fuels Coalition 
and Land of Sky Clean Vehicles Coalition 
— to host a webinar series on medium- 
and heavy-duty vehicle electrification. 
The series was well received and o�ered 
perspectives from electric utilities, local 
governments and other participants in 
the EV sector.

Our typical National Drive Electric Week 
celebrations — coordinating in-person 
EV shows and ride-and-drives — were 
hampered by the pandemic, so we 
pivoted and embarked on a weeklong, 
1,245-mile journey through North 
Carolina and Virginia. Along with our 
Chevrolet Bolt EV, which was named 
Wattson by our supporters, we used the 
trip to travel to places with less charging 
infrastructure and to share our experiences 
with the Plug-in NC community while 
debunking common EV myths.

Relying heavily on social media, we 
spread the word about EVs with both 
new audiences and long-time followers 
in an engaging and interactive format. 
The adventure also provided a great 
opportunity to collaborate with North 
Carolina’s electric utilities and broadcast 
the critical ways they are supporting EVs 
and leading the deployment of charging 
infrastructure.

Electric Road-Tripping 
Across North Carolina 
and Virginia



12.2K 
Website Visitors

4.6K 
Social Media Engagements

A Specialty License 
Plate for Electric Vehicles

Third time’s a charm! We worked yet again to 
get North Carolina an EV-focused specialty 
license plate and secured funding to cover the 
initial $10 standard plate fee for the first 500 
applicants. We saw a lot of interest in the plate 
and plan to move forward with the NCDMV 
application process in 2021.

Members and Ambassadors

Our members and ambassadors are some of EVs’ 
most enthusiastic fans, and Plug-in NC would not 
be what it is without their support. Throughout 
the year, we saw an increase in ambassador and 
member signups, and we’re looking forward to 
working with everyone as our education e�orts 
pick back up and we continue to push North 
Carolina to become a leader in electric 
transportation.

ONLINE

Top Facebook Post: 
North Carolina electric vehicle 
specialty license plate

Top Instagram Post: 
National Drive Electric Week road 
trip stop on Ocracoke Island

Top Twitter Post: 
Virtual Drive Electric Earth Day 
event with Plug In America, Sierra 
Club and Electric Auto Association

North Carolina EV Registrations 
and Infrastructure Map 2020

Public Charging Stations Electric Vehicle Registrations 
< 100   100 - 500  500 - 1K   1K - 2K    >2K

64

64

64

64

17

74

74

74

74

441

74

25

40

40

40

40

26

77

77

85

85

85
95

95



Bill Eaker & Sara Nichols
Land of Sky Clean Vehicles Coalition

Brian Phillips
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality

Caitlin Rose
Triangle Clean Cities Coalition

Diane Huis
North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives

Heather Hildebrandt
North Carolina Department of Transportation

Jason Wager
Centralina Clean Fuels Coalition

Joe Baum
Blue Ridge EV Club

Kate Staples
Dominion Energy

Lisa Poger
Duke Energy

Marcy Bauer
EVgo

Mike Waters & Whitney Schmidt
ChargePoint

Phillip Bisesi
ElectriCities of North Carolina

Richard Sapienza
NC Clean Energy Technology Center

Stan Cross
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy

Plug-in NC Steering Committee

At a time when our public outreach was 
canceled and stalled, our Steering 
Committee was endlessly encouraging of the 
Plug-in NC mission. The group convened 
virtual education initiatives and webinars, 
supported VW Settlement applicants and 
awardees, shared policy updates, facilitated 
conversations with vehicle manufacturers and 
worked to reduce infrastructure gaps across 
the state. This team continues to value the 
contributions of each organization and 
emphasize the benefit and importance of 
statewide collaboration to progress EV 
adoption and utilization.

Plug-in NC would also like to say thanks to 
one of our founding members, Bill Eaker of 
Land of Sky Regional Council and Clean 
Vehicles Coalition, who o�cially retired in 
December of 2020.

Bill has committed his career and personal 
community service to the betterment of our 
state’s natural and built environment. He has 
been a steady voice for alternative fuels and 
has been personally responsible for a great 
number of infrastructure funding
opportunities throughout Western North 
Carolina. We are sincerely grateful for his 
dedication, consistency and enthusiasm for 
Plug-in NC. Thanks, Bill! You’ll be missed.

With Bill’s transition, we’d like to welcome 
Sara Nichols to the Steering Committee. 
Sara is a regional planner with Land of Sky 
and is the new coordinator for the Clean 
Vehicles Coalition.

www.pluginnc.com


