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The taskforce, an alliance of stakeholders from private industry, academia, the
nonprofit sector, and local and state governments, encouraged EV readiness 
and worked to ensure the rapid and seamless integration of EVs into local
communities and the marketplace. One of its most significant early achievements
was the creation of five EV roadmaps corresponding to different regions of our
state. These resources, still referenced today, helped prepare North Carolina for
EV adoption, increase awareness when the technology was still emerging and
inspire other groups to launch electric transportation initiatives of their own.

In 2016, the NC PEV Taskforce rebranded as Plug-in NC, and the group of
stakeholders evolved into a movement spanning from the mountains to the sea.
Through training, education, outreach and a growing network of passionate EV
drivers, Plug-in NC has since been able to support North Carolinians in their
desire to see more EVs on our roads. Now, Plug-in NC has 106 member
organizations that are supporting and promoting EVs in 33 counties 
across the state.

 C e l e b r a t e s  1 0 t h  B i r t h d a y

We celebrated our 10th birthday in 2021! Back in 2011, when the EV
landscape in North Carolina was still a dream on the horizon, a group
of pioneers united to launch the North Carolina Plug-in Electric Vehicle
(NC PEV) Taskforce, laying the groundwork for a statewide effort in
support of electric transportation.

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  E l e c t r i c  V e h i c l e s  a n d
C h a r g i n g  S t a t i o n s :  2 0 1 1  a n d  2 0 2 1

https://pluginnc.com/resource/plug-in-nc-a-decade-of-driving-electric/


We are thankful that we were able to return to in-
person events in 2021 after a year away because
of COVID-19. We attended meetups all over the
state throughout the year and as part of National
Drive Electric Week to educate people about the
benefits of driving electric — it was great to see
familiar faces and meet new EV owners.

When we weren’t at events in person or virtually,
we continued to develop EV educational materials.
Early in 2021, we published our North Carolina
Electric Transportation: State of the State report,
which used recent developments and reflections
from key stakeholders to highlight North Carolina’s
EV landscape, successes and opportunities; we
worked with Raleigh-based Whiteboard Academy
to produce a video about EVs and charging; we
translated several of our resources into Spanish 
to reach a new audience; and we wrote articles
highlighting the EV efforts of some of our 
Plug-in NC members.

Role of Electric Utilities in the EV Evolution,
featuring Diane Huis of North Carolina’s
Electric Cooperatives, Donald Hamilton of
Duke Energy, Phil Bisesi of ElectriCities and
Adam Birdsong of Dominion Energy

Promoting Your Charging Stations, featuring
Tom Rhodes of the NC GreenTravel Initiative
and Leah Cooper of Sierra Nevada Brewing
Co.

Electric Fleet Initiatives Across North Carolina,
featuring Erika Ruane of the City of Charlotte
Sustainability Office and Tyler Dewey and
Andrew Hinz of Duke University

In August, we hosted more than 70 EV
stakeholders and Plug-in NC members at our 2021
Summit, an annual event focused on progressing
electric transportation in North Carolina through
education and networking. This year, our virtual
celebration took a drive down memory lane to
recognize the accomplishments of the past and
look ahead to future developments.

The Summit kicked off with keynote presentations
from Stan Cross of the Southern Alliance for Clean
Energy and Whitney Schmidt of ChargePoint. We
then divided up attendees into the following
breakout sessions moderated by representatives
from North Carolina’s Clean Cities Coalitions:

As the event concluded, our program manager,
Jacob Bolin, discussed what’s next for Plug-in NC
and how people can continue to stay involved.
Thanks to everyone who participated in and
attended 2021’s Summit!

2021 Summit Celebrates the
Past and Drives EVs Forward

Back in Our Element 
with Outreach and Education

Plug-in NC Receives Enough
Support to Make Specialty
License Plate a Reality

We are thrilled to report that we received the 500
applications needed to have our EV specialty
license plate issued by the North Carolina Division
of Motor Vehicles. The plate must still be approved
by the North Carolina General Assembly, but the
500-application achievement is significant, and one
that we had been chasing for a few years. Thank
you to everyone who submitted an application and
to all of our partners and supporters who helped
spread the word about the campaign. We can’t wait
to see these plates on the road!

https://pluginnc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Plug-in-NC-State-of-the-State-Report-Final.pdf
https://pluginnc.com/resource/introduction-to-electric-vehicles/
https://pluginnc.com/resources/?term=&resource-type=&resource-topic=spanish
https://pluginnc.com/resources/?term=member&resource-type=&resource-topic=
https://pluginnc.com/evplate/
https://pluginnc.com/resource/plug-in-ncs-2021-summit-celebrates-the-past-and-drives-evs-forward/


Throughout the year, we worked closely with
applicants and awardees of North Carolina’s
Volkswagen Settlement funding, which is
bringing EVs and charging stations to locations
across North Carolina. We also had an
opportunity to attend ribbon-cutting ceremonies
for Volkswagen Settlement-funded DC fast
charging stations that came online. This buildout
of charging infrastructure is benefiting air quality,
saving drivers money and improving economic
development in our state.

To further support charging station development,
we coordinated with North Carolina’s electric
utilities and state agencies to share plans and
discuss where investments can be made to fill
gaps and address the needs of drivers and
communities. It’s great to see new and upcoming
sites in places that will make traveling from the
mountains to the coast easier.

State of the State

This year, we worked with Carolina Country
magazine, a monthly consumer magazine that
reaches more than 2 million readers in North
Carolina, to write EV-inspired travel columns.
Our 2021 series highlighted locations for EV
drivers to visit as they venture across the state.
Over the summer, we published our first article,
which focused on eastern North Carolina. We
then covered the Piedmont and western
regions. We finished up the series with a map
featuring 25 charging-friendly attractions for
travelers to explore.

Volkswagen Settlement
Coordination and 
Ribbon-Cuttings

We had the chance to attend ribbon-cutting
ceremonies for new charging stations in Carrboro
(top), Tarboro (bottom) and other cities across
North Carolina.
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https://www.carolinacountry.com/carolina-adventures/ev-adventure-charging-up-along-the-coast
https://www.carolinacountry.com/carolina-adventures/ev-adventure-plugging-in-to-the-piedmont
https://www.carolinacountry.com/carolina-adventures/ev-adventure-the-mountains-are-calling
https://pluginnc.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/EV-Tourism-Map.pdf


As part of our outreach and education, we had the
opportunity to further develop our relationships
with automakers and dealerships. Many became
Plug-in NC members and jumped in right away 
getting involved.

Over the summer, we partnered with North
Carolina’s Clean Cities Coalitions to provide
education to GM dealerships and sales associates
in support of their shift to EVs. As we visited sites,
we hosted discussions on the benefits of EVs and
shared tips on how to promote them.

We’d like to specifically thank Volvo 
Car USA and its North Carolina dealership
network for their tremendous collaboration
throughout the year. In addition to loaning out 
an XC40 Recharge for our team to test out, 
they enthusiastically joined ride-and-drive and
outreach events throughout the state. It sure 
does make that electric manifesto feel authentic.

Thank you to our Plug-in NC steering committee 
for continuing to provide strategic direction for our
program. Your guidance helps to reduce barriers 
to EV adoption across North Carolina.

Plug-in NC would like to extend a special thanks to
Diane Huis of North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives,
who officially retired in December 2021. As the Sr. Vice
President of Innovation and Business Development,
Diane made a lasting impact on electric transportation
in North Carolina. Her vision, strategy, collaborative
spirit and EV enthusiasm led to the deployment of
dozens of DC fast charge and Level 2 stations across
the state. We also have Diane to thank for showing us
just how easily a road bicycle fits in the back of a Tesla
Model 3. With Diane retiring, we are excited to
welcome Nikki Hensley as our new representative 
with North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives.
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https://www.media.volvocars.com/global/en-gb/media/pressreleases/283548/the-volvo-concept-recharge-is-a-manifesto-for-volvo-cars-pure-electric-future

